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Ashley is a nine year old girl that has static encepha- = s . 52 % PPt SN FROI Bt PRS-
lopathy, a brain impairment. She can’t walk, talk, keep her % 1 "I f1 2 > T EIEETE 2 Dt o HE -
head up, roll over, or even sit by herself. Her parents still
like to bring her places though. They like to carry her %J:,' %ﬁ fT? [a? = ",;_7_&‘
around, but they feared that Ashley would become too ] [|:l z f%; —
large for them to carry around. So, they had Ashley re-
ceive treatment that would stunt her growth. The treat- W ¥
ment called, “"growth attenuation”, is expected to keep 05/2/10 A20
Ashley at 4 feet 4 and 75 Ibs. for the rest of her life.
Many people are outraged and are questioning the
parents’ decision. They say that such treatment is a viola-
tion of one’s dignity. But Ashley’s parents continue to de-
fend their decision and say that it was a humane decision.
They say that now she can still somewhat play with her
younger sister and brother and feel the loving touch of her
parents and those who can carry her. Many newspapers
have criticized the decision. The parents didn’t have a
chance to tell their story until Ashley’s father sent e-mails
doctors, reporters, and others on New Year’s Eve. He gave
a link to their story:
http: hl ment. i m/blog. —
He also gave them photos of his daughter: — Ef )'ﬁ (2 /2)
http://ashl ment. Jive.com/ph !

The only way to really decide if this is right or not

would be to get Ashley’s decision, but since Ashley can’t
talk people should let the people that should make the de-
cision make the decision. Ashley’s family is the closest
that Ashley can get to talking.
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