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Bush Reaches Across the
Divide Politically

Bush traveled to a Democratic Retreat for House Democrats. He

By: Warren Chu

seemed to charm them and madejokes. Thisisabold move after his

dlip at his State of the

Union address.

Bush made up for hissaying of the “ Democrat Majority” on
Saturday at aretreat for House Democrats. “1 have been accused of
occasionally mangling the English language. And so | appreciate you
inviting the head of the Republic Party,” Bush said, deliberately

droppingthe*
State of the Union.

an” from Republican like hedid for Democratsin his

Hetraveled to theretreat to invite the new congressional ma-
jority to work with him on immigration, energy, and even matters of

National security.

Bush turned on hischarm totry to attempt to changethe De-
mocr atic Party’sfeelings about him. He shower ed House Speaker
Pelosi with praise and gave her new grandson a hug; days after the
boy received one from former President Clinton. The president has
not been to the Democrat’s annual retreat since 2001, shortly after

hetook office.

Despite the planned encounter, the meeting could not closethe
divide between the White House, and the Democratic majority on
Capitol Hill. Still, kudos to President Bush for trying.
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