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Baptism Testimony
By Ana Bernardo

I guess you can say that
my baptism has been a long time
coming. Ever since I entered a
relationship with God, I thought
that baptism was something [
had to work up to or be deserv-
ing of. I never thought that I
could be baptized right after I
believed in the Lord and what
He’s done for me. But here I am,
many years after the start of my
journey with God. I’ve definitely
grown as a Christian and am
here to proclaim my faith and be
renewed.

So I'll start with the be-
ginning, Ever since I can re-
member, I grew up in the
Church going to Sunday School
every Sunday and attending
VBS and AWANA. I'm not
ashamed to say that I never real-
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ly felt the connection that I very
often heard of. I knew who God
was and His Son who willingly
died on the cross for us. But I
never felt the kind of relationship
I am sharing with Him right
now. | can remember asking
myself why I had to wake up so
early to go to service, or memo-
rize endless lines of the Bible
that I barely understood, and
sometimes even why people
chose to close their eyes when
they sang. Just thinking about all
these things reminds me about
how much I’ve grown since then
as a Christian.

I remember waiting for
my awe moment when I was
younger. Hearing these miracu-
lous stories from other people, I
thought that every Christian
would experience this amazing
sign from God to reassure them
that He was there for me. But in
truth, that’s not what being a
follower of Christ is about. It’s
not about having special treat-
ment, or experiencing these awe
moments that nonbelievers
wouldn't. It’s about admitting
that we are sinners, and under-
standing that God sent His one
and only Son to die on the cross
for our sins. In order for us to
have a relationship with God,
Jesus willingly took the brutal
punishment that we deserve. He



then miraculously rose again
from the grave and has the ulti-
mate plan to return.

I can definitely pinpoint
the moment that I began to feel
closer to God. It was around the
time that I began to regularly
attend Oasis. I was among peo-
ple my age who have been go-
ing through the same troubles
I’'ve been going through. Be-
cause of Oasis, I've found my
extended family and became
significantly closer to God. I
cannot begin to describe how
much I've learned about my
faith and God. I can now confi-
dently answer why we were
taught to memorize lines of the
Bible at AWANA. It's so that
we can look to His passages
each time we are lost or maybe
when we seek comfort and why
we sometimes choose to close
our eyes when we sing. It's so
that we can focus on praising
Him rather than focusing on the
words. But especially, the reason

we wake up so early to go to
church is because we should
willingly give our time to learn
about our Lord and Savior. We
are not worthy to go to Heaven
or have any of these luxuries that
the Lord has provided. We are
sinners and fall short of the glory
of God. Yet, we are showered
with love that is greater than all.
I am so grateful to have grown
up with a second home so that I
can proclaim my relationship
with God and share my testimo-
ny with you all.
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