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China English Camp

e
=

This being my first mission
trip, I was worried about being un-
prepared in the days leading up to
the trip. I started out really nervous
and also stressed over how [ would
do. Before moving on to the location
of the English camp, I thought of
“Why am I here?” During the first 2
days, in training the leader of the
whole mission team gave a speech
for us all. He talked about the pres-
sure of serving in the English Camp
mission and not to hold a cold face to
work things out on our own; but

instead seek comfort and help from
other brothers and sisters in Christ.

Rather than be distracted and
detached from the group to deal with
personal issues; I worked within the
team and received much loving
friendliness. There were two guys,
from Australia whom I became close
friends with. They helped me get
through the anxiety ...

Day one at the high school
my team was so well received by the
students that I immediately felt at
home. When some of us teachers
entered the classrooms late, they
were cheering and clapping loudly to

il | welcome us into the school. When 1

tried teaching a lesson, I was already
noted as “the shy boy” which would
lead to small awkwardness but their
enthusiasm and energy eased me into
the friendly classroom .

We were able to show them
the Jesus Film and Narnia: The Lion,
Witch, and Wardrobe movie which
allowed us to share a little bit about
Christianity. .. A testimony from a
Chinese student, from a previous
camp session who heard about the
gospel, assured me from doubts of
whether or not we were doing any
good for Christ. Through his past
experiences with losses and hard-
ships, the Holy Spirit worked slowly
up to his Salvation, helped me under-
stand that even though I may not see
immediate results or conversions,
God still works through this Camp. “




ICF Update
- Thank you,

CCGC!
Mike Chong

International Christian Fel-
lowship (ICF) is only a couple
months away from finishing up its
second year of ministry. Looking
back to 2008 when a small group of
4 started vision casting, it was diffi-
cult then to imagine how God
would bless ICF. Since we
launched in fall '09, we've shared
the Gospel with many students,
seen them accept Jesus in their
heart and have helped others return
to faith. On the organizational side,
we are now up to 10 churches rep-
resented in our monthly planning
meetings. Though these churches
serve a wide demographic of be-
lievers, there are a few commonali-
ties that bring us together. Two
things in particular stand out,
namely the love God has bestowed

on us and a desire to share that love
with students at Diablo Valley Col-
lege.

in this update. The first thing that
everyone mentioned was to thank
CCGC for the tremendous support
it provides in multiple areas. Each
month, a food team comes in and
provides an excellent meal for the
students on the 3rd Friday. Many
students have commented that the
CCGC night is their favorite night
solely because of the delicious
food. A few planning team mem-
bers have commented that CCGC
knows the Hope Center kitchen
better than members of Hope Cen-
ter! ICF also appreciates the pres-
ence of a number of our members

on Friday nights. The students ben- MWM M“

efit from rides to ICF and church
on Sunday, conversation during
Friday dinners, tutoring in a num-
ber of subjects, and the availability
of having someone to confide in
(often in the student’s mother
tongue).

we had the
pleasure of hearing Pastor Eddie

In February,

share a wonderful, engaging mes-
sage with the students. We look
forward to having him visit again.
With regards to finances, we recog-
nize the deep privilege it is to be on
the missions support list. The
funds provided to ICF allow us to

s purchase much needed supplies and

equipment. Finally, and perhaps

L most importantly, is the intense

prayer support that CCGC pro-

b ¢ vides. We know that every week

At our last planning meet-
ing on March l1st, I asked our plan-
ning team what should be included

we are well covered in prayer.
Currently, we are preparing
to honor over 30 students with a
graduation party in May. These
students will be transferring to an-

other school or else moving back
their home country. Many of these
students started with us when we
first launched in 2009. The coming
graduation party is a strong remind-
er that our time with the students is
precious and limited, only 2 years
on average. Time passes quickly.
Given the short time-frame, it’s
important that we make the most of
each opportunity to spend time with
these students.
needs to be a healthy balance of

This means there

both relationship-building and shar-
ing the truth of God’s love.

We have realized that one
of the biggest needs ICF has is for
partner churches to integrate stu-

dents into church activities. In
February, CCGC’s Cantonese fel-
lowship invited students to join in
their cooking contest. The students
that showed up had a great time.

Last November about 20
students came to our church’s
Thanksgiving celebration. Many
students have come to a service on
Sunday as a result of personal invi-
tation. Let ICF know about differ-
ent events that students can be a
part of. Get to know the students
and help them get to know our
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church family. In addition to church
event, try involving students in your
daily life. That might mean a trip to
99 Ranch or Costco, or perhaps a
trip with your family to pick fruit or
to Chinatown.

Though so much has been
accomplished, in many ways, it
feels as though we’ve only just be-
gun. We’re not sure what God has
in store for us, but know that all
things work together for good to
those who love God. We rest on
that promise. Thank you, CCGC. )

(Meet the Chong’s family: Mike, Ellen,
and Ethan Z58)

God and Jesus Christ. Through bible
stories, I learned how to be a good
person and treat others with respect.
As the years passed, we
stopped attending church on Sun-
days as a family. I don't know if my
parents were just too busy or if there
were other issues at hand. During
my high school years, I was re-
introduced to God and Jesus Christ.
This time, I attended Christian
youth program with other high
school-aged kids and I truly consid-
ered myself a Christian. As I spent
more time in church, I noticed peo-
ple (Christians) conducting them-
selves in a manner that was contra-
dictory to God's word. This also
included some of my own family.
After a few meetings,
members of the congregation start-
ed to pressure me to become a
Christian through baptism. I guess
I was still young and angry that
these people could be such hypo-
crites. After a year, I distanced
myself from the church, but I con-

My Life J Ourney to tinued to keep God’s word in my

Faith - It is Only
the Beginning

heart.

“For I know the plans I have for
you, declares the Lord, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,

K.C. Wen plans to give you hope and a fu-

I was born in Taiwan and
spent most of my life in the western
culture. My father and his father are
Christians, but my mother was Bud-
dhist. I spent most of my early
childhood attending Sunday school
and listening to Bible stories, much
like our younger children today.
This was my first introduction to

ture. “ -- Jeremiah 29:11.

“Neither this man nor his par-
ents sinned, said Jesus, but this
happened so that the work of God
might be display in his life.” —
John 9:3

The Lord's plan for me
was a long and hard one, but he
certainly displayed his work in my

life. It took several life and death
events and my wonderful family to
lead me back to Jesus Christ. I re-
call hearing a poem by Mary Ste-
venson titled, “Footprints in the
Sand.” Ihad heard it twice before
and I realized how much it resem-
bled my life with God. I had to
wait two decades before I heard it
the second time.

Since 2009, my family has
attended CCGC and I was fortunate
to go with them on certain occa-
sions. I was able to attend church
every Sunday for the past three
months. The pastors always greeted
me with a welcome smile. During
their sermons, they encouraged eve-
ryone to accept Jesus Christ into
their lives and to become Christians
through God’s words.

My life journey comes to a
fork at the end of the road. Do I
continue without accepting Jesus
Christ as my savior? Do I accept
Jesus as the Son of God who died
on the cross for my sins?

Through Pastor Eddie’s
Sunday school class, I better under-
stood the role of a Christian. |
shared my life experience with Pas-
tor Bernie and confessed to God that
I was a sinner. [ asked Pastor Ber-
nie to baptize me, so I too can be a
witness for Christ’s love and as a
born again Christian. ¢/




God is Big

- Mission Reflections

Joe

It is often difficult to sit
down and write an account of a
evangelistic trip, even when my time
in China was not long. There are
many feelings that appear when con-
sidering my time in China; these
feelings appear on different levels —
faith, history, and culture. As a
scholar of Chinese history, as well as
a Chinese-American Christian, I
could not help but see the many
things that God is changing there.

The Christian faith is spreading
rapidly in China. When I visited W-City
July 2010 with my evangelism group, |
noticed immediately that the Chinese
believers are very strong in their faith
and their beliefs. During our three weeks
in that city working with different Chris-
tian groups — a Christian summer arts
camp for urban children, a Christian
preschool in the rural area, and a house
church for college students — we saw
that the power of the Bible, the salvation
of Christ, and the work of the Holy Spir-
it has transformed many lives in very
deep and powerful ways.

Even though these Christian
teachers, students, and children were all
from different life backgrounds and lev-
els of society, they were all united in
their love of Christ and their strong faith.
Many of them have suffered various
kinds of rejection and difficulties. Just as
the ancient believers in the Christian
church came from many different back-
grounds (as St. Paul writes in Galatians
3:28) and suffered violent persecution
for the sake of their faith, the Holy Spirit

has similarly moved hundreds of thou-
sands of Chinese individuals to follow
the Cross of Christ. The Christians in
America are very blessed to be able to
worship in freedom, peace, and comfort.
Why are we not doing more to support
our brothers and sisters in Christ, who
suffer so much more and have to live
such difficult lives even to worship our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?.......

I have seen Christian teachers
work hard to teach kindergarten children
in the rural areas, even though their vil-
lage is poor, the conditions are unsani-
tary, and the government is constantly
watching the school. You can see
Christ’s light in the children, the stu-
dents, the house church believers.

One experience that I remem-
ber from time to time is that of my con-
versation with Tasha, a little girl. She
was one of the young children who came
to the village kindergarten in the after-
noon to learn English from us. Her fa-
ther and mother, like many of the other
people in the village, were migrant
workers and were very poor. One day,
when she was speaking to one of our
team members, she asked “what is
God?” We had not prompted her to say
this; she asked completely on her own.
When I was asked to speak to her in
Chinese, [ was so unprepared that the
first thing that came out of my mouth
was, “God is big!” But indeed, God is

powerful and gracious, and He provided
us the Words to share with Tasha that
afternoon. She, along with 8 other chil-
dren at the school that week, all accepted
Christ as their Savior. Just imagine the
many souls who are waiting in China to
hear of His Word of Salvation for them.
This reminds me that the Holy Spirit is
working in China, and also that “the

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are

few!” ,«ﬂ
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