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$% Comments from English congre-

gation:

(1) We like this place a lot. We wish
next year the retreat will be held here
again.... (2) The retreat facilities are
quite nice and clean....(3) The program
was fun. The food was delicious. Chi-
nese side has good snacks.... (4) I like

the nice environment, varieties of ac-

tivities, and good food. I had a good
time with God here! @
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2011 Senior Trip

This summer’s CCGC OASIS Senior Trip
was memorable in wrapping up the year and
starting the next chapter for the congrega-
tion’s high-school graduates. | am not saying
that we would not have loved more of our
fellow seniors to come nor was it because
the group size worked out well with the
closeness and cost of the houseboat. But that,
by some “coincidence”, only eleven seniors
were available for this trip of the class of
2011. The great fellowship diversity of stu-
dent leaders, newcomers, counselors, and
many other individuals who helped make the
trip possible, enhanced our time spent to-
gether under God. In light of the trip, it felt
like those who were not OASIS regulars all
became good brothers and sisters. And the
rest of whom, growing up together through
AWANA, VBS, Middle and Sunday School,



all grew even closer in the Lord after putting
up with each other for a little while longer
on the boat.

At first it may seem fun to room with our
close friends, but after a week of each oth-
er’s “dirty laundry” it can turn quite the
opposite. There were long, rowdy evenings
along with peaceful stargazing, far away
from the city and deep into the night, abrupt-
ly broken when someone tried to keep the
moment a bit longer-later than our agreed
bedtime. ... While the five girls got comfort-
able up in the penthouse, the two female
counselors and all the guys had to work with
five-double beds and any volunteers who
wanted to sleep out on the hard roof. A few
attempts to reorganize and salvage the suf-
ferable loss of comfort from the first trial
and error, | noticed the inconsiderable space
on the floor and a surprising count of snor-
ers. ...

The difference of this trip for me was
avoiding the “norm of teen cliques”, unlike
school activities and any other extracurricu-
lar programs; we left nobody out and got
along very well while living altogether on
the houseboat. ... The perfect fit of having
two counselors suitable for each gender and
a balance of the graduates who really stood
out to “break the ice” for any of those going
along for the ride, established a sense of
being welcomed and accepted within the
group which broadened our comfort zone
and openness amongst each other.

I was worrying about what the trip would
be like or what we would do with this much
time and people. It was not like our retreats
in that curfews and alarm clocks were less
strict. Once someone or the cooking crew
woke up, it was very difficult to fall back
asleep. Take into account we had to prepare
and make our own meals, which filled up
some of the time. Of course I was fooled by
my worries of how our time would be spent,
as we were thoroughly engaged in the group
while swimming out a couple hundred yards
on a few noodles and an alligator (water-
floatation toys) to that disappointing island,
exploring underwater trees or a school of
fish, and playing extensive card games. Not
to mention the speed-boat and inner-tubing
on our last day, it all flew by way too fast.

I got the most out of those moments set
aside to quietly reflect in God’s word and to
fellowship as a whole in worship, as they
highlighted the rest of the trip’s excitement
and enjoyment. During our campfire there
was not as much sharing as we hoped for,
but it turned out pretty swell with singing
worship songs, roasting ‘smores over an
open fire constructed by our soon-to-be
Eagle Scout, ...

For two whole days and three nights, I
had a minuscule taste of college dorms with
people with whom I grew up. At least, |
thought I knew them so well until I was
proved wrong through our experiences to-

gether in this short amount of time. Contrast
this to how much we will learn from those
of whom we have yet to meet for the next
four years in college. In the end, a good
close was the tour through a “mansion
yacht” houseboat on the last day to leave
before anyone could really brood much on
that pricey luxury.

After packing and loading up our stuff,
during the drive back and even after a day or
so at home, it felt like the ground was still
pitching back and forth under me. And so it
was, the recollections and connections rush-
ing back to me like those hard hitting wakes
and wipe-outs as if it happened yesterday.
There may be better vacations made
throughout the year, compared to the Senior
Trip; it is always the thought and sacrifice
that counts the even greater. @

Church Retreat Reflections
Leo Soong

The 2011 CCGC All-Church retreat was
notable for the thoroughness of preparation,
the quality of its speakers, fellowship inter-
actions, and last but not least, great snacks.

For me, one of the most notable events
was a message by Dr. Gary Tuck which
brought forth a fresh look and spiritual in-
sight from one of the most familiar episodes
in the Bible, the foot washing before the
Last Supper recorded in the Gospel of John.
We are, of course, familiar with the story
and its normal interpretation. As the disci-
ples arrived for the Passover meal, Jesus
removed His outer garments, tied a towel
around His waist and began to wash the feet
of the disciples. This was the humble job of
a slave. Peter protested, but when Jesus said
that unless He washed him, Peter would
have no part of Him. Peter then asked that
his hands and head be washed also.

The traditional interpretation of this
event is that just as Jesus humbled himself
to do a humble service for his disciples, so,
we should do likewise for each other. Is this
interpretation untrue? Of course not, for did
not Jesus say that as He had done for the
apostles, so should they do for one another?
However, Dr. Tuck drew out a deeper mean-
ing.

This episode was not primarily about
physical cleaning. How do we know that?
Firstly, Jesus told Peter that he had to be
cleansed for him to have a part in Christ.
We know that physical cleanliness, while
desirable on hygienic grounds, is not a ne-
cessity for spiritual salvation. Secondly,
Jesus went on to say that those who had
already been bathed did not need to be fur-
ther cleaned, except for their feet. Jesus was
talking about a once-and-for-all cleaning
accomplished by the completed work of
Christ on the cross.

Finally, John mentions Jesus’ comment
that not all had been cleaned, and editorial-
ized that Jesus was referring to Judas Iscari-
ot, whom Jesus knew would betray Him.
Did He mean that Judas had not bathed that
day? Obviously not because then John
would not have linked the comment about
uncleanness to the betrayal. Judas was prob-
ably as physically clean (or dirty) as any of
the other apostles. His lack of cleanliness
was that he had not accepted the cleansing
which only Jesus could give.

So what does the periodic foot washing
mean? It means that even those who have
been cleaned once-and-for-all by the blood
of Jesus still sin frequently, and need to be
forgiven by Jesus every day. And in the
same way, Jesus is telling us, His followers,
that we in turn must do the same for each
other. He says we must forgive others for
the daily sins which people commit against
us - the rude comment as we are jostled in a
crowd; the driver who cuts us off and per-
haps makes a gesture with his hand; the
hurtful office gossip against us.

We know that forgiveness is easier said
than done. ... Forgiveness requires us to
humble ourselves; to realize that we are not
better than others; and that we might do the
same or worse to others if we were in their
situation. The attitude we should have is,
“There, but for the grace of God, go I.” And
when we have trouble doing this, we can
meditate on the image of Jesus, Who had no
sin, humbling Himself by taking on the role
of a servant to serve others; humbling Him-
self for death on a cross to save you /ﬁ
and me. ‘
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