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“We who teach, will be

— judged more strictly...”

Geoff Hughes

I’ve heard it said, that a good learner would
make a good teacher. This is one truth fact about the
teachers we trained in Malipo. These hard-working
individuals not only gave us, as trainers, many things
to look forward to, but they also helped us enjoy being
with them in the classroom. We had the privilege of
seeing them each day, for ten days, and even on the
orientation and closing ceremony days they were
eager to be considerate and understanding as to all that
was going on.

The prospect of learning English, and even
growing in the skills necessary for being a teacher,
can be tumultuous and difficult. There are phrases to
remember in certain situations, grades to be concerned

and at one point it did not stop coming for a few days.
Some trainees felt sick for a day or two, and there
were even a number of women enduring pregnancy
during the time we shared together. Each afternoon
we tried a new game for the purpose of introducing
helpful teaching methods with English curriculum,
and nothing kept the training from having a purposeful
affect on both our teaching styles and friendships.

We hope for many more opportunities with the
people of Malipo, and the Yunnan province. China is
an extraordinary place, with talented, admirable, and
hard-working citizens. We return to our respective
countries of origin with a grateful heart for having
been there.

about, and many social aspects
of putting into practice
something that is unusual and
perhaps far from natural. Our
teachers, however, did not allow
this to keep them from coming
to give their best effort at being
trained.

Some evenings after dinner,
we would get to walk with them
by the river, visit a local store, or
enjoy an interesting delicacy of
the mountain town we were in.
Getting to play basketball was a
great surprise, as one of the head
teachers from a local school
made the choice to buy a ball for
the group. Other teachers joined
together in renting an electronic
‘Mahjong’ playing table, and
one kind-hearted trainee decided
to welcome us into her home for
rest and the enjoyment of fruit
and drinks.

There were times of
diversity throughout the training
period. The rain would come,

O raxre#mng o

As we started our trek up the
long hill to the school for the first
time this summer, memories came
to mind of having to walk up and
down this hill several times a day
while teaching with CRRS USA two
years ago. This time, however, the
hill was much more wet and slippery
more often than not. We had to be
very careful with every step we
took. As rain poured down each day,
it reminded me of how our program
was called Project “W’. In one sense,
we wanted to bring Living Water to
these trainees, but ironically, water
seemed to be more of an obstacle
for us during this trip. Nevertheless,
I marveled as the trainees darted up

“Rain or Shine>

Elizabeth Mak

the hill with their colorful umbrellas
each day. With fresh faces and
personalities as colorful as their
umbrellas, these trainees inspired
me to never give up in tough times.

The first meal we sat down to,
one of trainees asked why | looked
Chinese but only spoke English. |
felt embarrassed by her comment
and did not know how to respond.
She continued to ramble on very
quickly with those who understood
her, but I couldn’t catch a word she
was saying. The next day, when |
discovered she was in my class, |
decided I would try to get to know
her better. We ended up giving her
the name “Stella”, which actually
means “star” and she truly turned out
to be the star of our class. She was



never afraid to ask questions and her journal entries
were always fun to read. She also really wanted to get
to know us. She was the first trainee to ask if | was
married and when she found out | was dating Geoff,
she asked Irena to translate for me some of her best
advice on relationships.

importance of not comparing our beauty with other
girls. Samantha also chose to give a presentation in
English for our entire class about her minority tribe’s
culture and traditions. | was also really encouraged by
Julie, another trainee who told us that she had gained
so much weight in college that after she had lost all

the weight, she could fit both legs in one leg of her
old pants! She truly did not give up! Meeting each of
the trainees was a wonderful experience and | would
come back and do it all over again in a heartbeat, rain
or shine.

A few others in my class also really encouraged
me. Two girls, Shona and Samantha were so shy at the
beginning of the program. They did not know how to
say many things in English. But somehow, Shona and
I got to have a great conversation in English about the

My 2nd Trip

Joyce Yan R

This was my 2nd trip with CRRS to Yunnan (22F4)as an English trainer. This trip was just as spiritually
fulfilling, intellectually stimulating and culturally enriching as my first in 2008 to Wenshan (ZZ[L]). It was
with much gratitude that the curriculum was matured with much preparation already in place so trainers such as
myself were able to focus on our job of training and building our relationships with the trainees.

| was already impressed when | observed on the first day that the English comprehension level of the trainees
as a group was much improved from the group back in 2008. The trainees continued to be impressive with their
efforts in trying new teaching methods we introduced and willingness to be honest and open with their sharing
and opinions. It was very gratifying to see that their efforts and hard work paid off. When the training program
came to a close, their English speaking skills in all 3 classes have markedly improved overall.

Although I have taught English in various capacities in Hong Kong and in China, it has been at least 4 years
since | last taught it. Hence, | enjoyed the challenge when the trainees asked thought provoking questions and
presented grammatical errors that needed correction through thorough explanation. 1 am so thankful to have
been teamed up with Geoff and Cindy on the red team. Their combined knowledge and excellent handle on
English grammar was beneficial for the trainees in getting various native speaker perspectives.

As a matter of fact, | am thankful for the entire team of trainers. Laura, Susan, and Tony’s well preparation
of the curriculum in advance made the entire training experience less stressful and more relaxing for me.
Elizabeth’s beautiful voice in leading us through worship moved my spirit to feel God’s love and a reminder that
we don’t need a church to experience Him. | am thankful for Irena and Erica’s natural and effortless connection
with the trainees enabling me to experience the trainees’ hospitality, warmth, sincerity, and gratitude. Thank you
Ann, my roomy, for your diligence before, during, and even after the training. Your coordination in overseeing
the entire schedule made our daily transition smooth-and untaxing.

Last but certainly not least, I am thankful for the Chinese government for letting me have this opportunity
of cultural exchange with the local English teachers. | learned about the Chinese education of elementary and
secondary students as well as local customs of the Miao (£5), Zhuang (jit), and Yao (¥%) minorities. 1 left with
the upmost admiration for the dedication and love of the English teachers for their students not only as teachers
but also as nurturers, nurses, counselors and mentors in the dormitories. From this trip, | appreciate the renewal
sense of kinship for my motherland and fellow Chinese that no matter where in the world we reside, we share
the same dreams of betterment through diligence, pursuit of happiness, and values of love, honor, and kindness
in the name humanity. God willing, | hope to return to China in 2013 to see my new Chinese friends again.

Thank you CRRS USA.. It’s been an honor working with you all.
w%5xm @
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